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OUR  WORK  STAI\U)S  THE  TEST 


The  v/ork  of  Project  No,' 15 
underwent  a torrifi c, tost  on 
Tuesday,  Nov.  20  and  ca/ic  through 
with  flying  colors,.- 

A he  a in/  rain,  aceonpanied 
b 7 t h a v-jc  r s e ii  a i ..i  s t o r n • i ir  t h o ' • ' ■ ■ 
h is  to  ry  o f th i s section  of  North 
Louisiana,  vlsi.ted  nhe  Minden-’'- 
a:rea  on  tho  above  date  and  tiie 
rianner  in  which  ■the  terrace, 
giil].ey  outlet  and  gully  dar.!  work  • 
stood  up  under  the  bat-tering  rain 
storm  and  hail  was  a sour on  of. 
considerable  pride  .to  every  pe-r- 
son  connected  with  -thQ  local  pro- 
ject. ■ . 

Tho  rainfall  was  . as  much'  a’s 
six  inches  in  some  xiarts  of  tho  .. 
Minden  area  and  re'acnod  four  in- 


ches in  the  Ruston  aria,  Pam-ago  ' 
done  in  this  almost  unprscadoht- 
ed  s to rm  "was  pro c c ic  al  l3’  nogi  i - 
^ible  and  de-finitol 3.^  proved  to. 
the  farmers  in  the-  North  Lou  is - 
i-ane.  of  just  what  value  the  \vork 


being  done  by  the  .S.oyl  Lroaion 
Service  can  be  to’AhUir'  f arfris  . ■ 
T o 1 1 C 7I  mg  ..  th ; ...  s to  rm , H , 11 , 
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follow.Lng 


t ate  mint 


Mims,  Act.Li 
mede  tho 

■’I  w'as  mo 
at  th..  v/ay  cur  t'^-rraces  and  dams 
and  outlets  withstood  the  heo.v^’" 
rainfall.  As  I stood  b^,"  my  win- 
dow a.nd  sav/  the  big  h-  il  stones 
beating  down  and  watched  the 
sheets  of  rain,  I w’'ondcred  in 
m^^  own  mind  just  how  our  wmrk 


would  stand  the  test.  Hollow-- 
yi  nig, 'a'l  tour-' ;of  this  area-T.am 
.g  1yd.  to b 0;  O-blLp.  to/  s ag^  •. ' th.a  t H . 

S . F. d mi s t on,  Chief  "Eng i n e e r , re- 
ports/ .t Lea t7les s than  one -hal f 
’ bfi  chp  .vper  )cent  of  our  work  suf- 
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'IBe cause  of  tho  long  drouth 
and  tho  -eatu rally  loose  condition 
ofythe  soil  throwi  up  fvor  ter- 
races, cur  woT'V;  was  really  put  to 
an  unusuai.131  severe  test,  and  the 
it  st.ccd  up  was  a real  reve- 
lation -to  mo  and  a source  of  pride 
to  ‘the  womb  or  s of  our  staff. 

Ev:"  n a t • t h i s c a r 1 3^  s 1 a g e of 
the -wxprk  of  tho<'  Soil  Erosion  Ser- 
vice.., ’ rhe  farmers  of  Webster  and 
Lincoln  p-arlshcs  nave  had  defi- 
-nitcl3^  prov'i^d  to  them  the  value 
that.  Mils  't3"nc  of  i/ork  can  bo  in 
s-toppi ng  V'/ashing  and  saving  of 
fertile  topsoil, 

‘...Farmers  upo.n  v/hoso  land  work 
has  .alm-eady  been  don-  expressed 
themselves  as  amazed  at  tho  way 
..the  terreacea  held  water  on  the 
ian d , ’ irni'le  thl s to r r i f i c test 
rep.l  137- 0 0.010 ua.tr an  inopportune  time 
3m t it  furnished'  an  opportunity 
fem)  Lhc  work  to  show  up  i.n  its 
true  value  and  caused  sc  much  com- 
mi:nt  among  farmers  that  man 3-^  who 
have  bo^^n  reluctant  or  slaw  in 
signing  a.grocm'nts  have  visited 
the  offices  and  asked  that  work 
start  on  their  farms  at  the  ear- 
liest possible  time.  Trul3.^,  a 
big  job,  v/oll  donei 


Tho  LXQ  hts 


UPS 


or 


- ,p/  c 

-•■  ■ If  jrou  will'  look  rlier.d  a coupl'^..  of  pages  jdv  will 
. . see  • some  very  ■interesting  figures.,  on  the  engineer- 
ing work«  Note. that  there  have  been  1,109,  890: 
feet  of  terraces  constructed..  Now  interpret  these  feet 
into  niles  and  unless  the  Chief  Figurer  has  nultlplied, 
subtracted  wrong  .{v/hich  he  certainly  has  not)  you  will 


find  that  th.ore  are  210  nil' 
pie  ted  in  the  Ninden-Ruston' 
TERRACING. 

ODE  TO-TNE  TERRACE 
BUILDERS 


^’s  of 
'area 


t':::rracing 


w.: 


.ich  has  been 
That,  it  s eens  to  us,  is 


con-. 

SODiE 


TRUE  HERS,  TOO 


Tronendlus  dovmpour  of  water, 
Hail  stones  -huge  -and  faf-- 
D i dpH  t v/a  s h av/ay  . o ur  ■ t e r r a c e s , 
Nov/  what  do  you  think  of  that? 

SONG  OF  THE  GULLY-  ■;  ^ 

DidVS  . ' • 

Dans  in  gullies,  ditches,'  :ei  ' 
Wa  ter,  /■}£?.  dl  y ru  shiiag  _ o ^ c r ; 
d'-Ain-^'t.  iio  ' use  ^ , they  said  to  if, 

’’Your  B'in’t  go.’  v/ash  no  nore.” 


DON’T  MOLEST  RAIN  GAUGES-- 

It,  ha-s  been  brou.gnt  to  t he- 
at fent  ion  of  the  Editor  that 
rain  gauges  in  snne  instances 
have  been  taenpe^red  with^  Don’t 
do  it  please.  Tne  Rain  Gauge 
Men  will  be  glad  to  show  you 
hov/  t.he  gauges  work  and  explain 
aniything  you  night  v/ant  to 
know  about  then.  The  nublic  • 
CiiNNOT  be  allowed  to  t:.u/per  , 
with  such  governnent  propert3^. 
TIlALUi  YOU’  ^ E ' 


With  the  gradual  broadening  of 
the  scope  of  our  progran  and 
evidence  of  v/ork  shelving  up  in 
several  sections  of  the  area, 
the  people  generall3^  are  coning 
to  resilize  the  thoroughness  with 
which  we  are  tr3^ing  to  attack  our 
problen.  Also  nost  of  those  w/io 
oivn  land  in  the  area  are  nore 
keenly  interested  since  having 
opoortunit3r  to  .know  nore  about 
it.  At  .an 3^  rate,  wherever  the” 
progran  has  nctuall3^  started, 
eY^-JTYtolY  is  highli^  pleased. 

This  is  especir  113^  the'  case  in 
connection  with  both  terraces 
constructed  .and  with  -cropping 
^lans  worked,  out . --Brov/n'.  Creek 
Vlat  e r s h-..  d , Wad  e sb  o r o , N . C . 

Canp  of  Great  Value- - ♦ 

Too  often 'we  are  prone  toaitake  ' 
thc:.  vmri:  of  the  CCC  boys  en- 
tirel3^  too  light  13".  A Uarge'  prr- 
C'lntage  of  tlic  nu'-nrous  carips 
throuahout  thc  United  States  are 
working'  with  the  Soil  Erosion 
Service  in  its  battle  to  protect 
fne  agriculture  of  the  nr.tion. 


IK  TKS  PAR^oDS** 

Messrs,  Ernost  Snith  & N.  S.  . Ha^n 
Y/ith.  practicall3^  no  aid, 

Rode  a decorated  SES  truck' 

In  the  Hone  coning  parade. 


Th^ir  great  help  cen  perhaps 
bo  best  realized  when  we  t'^.ke  a 
few  ni.nutes  off  to  inspect  their 
wo  rk , 

= SERIOUSLY  ERODED  DIS- 

TRICTS HAVE  MORE  DE- 
LINQUENT TAXES  THAN  • 

■ TiE-.  LESS  ERODED  >iREAS..  - • 

A 'startling  FACT--  1.  h 
AND  TRUE . 


THOUG-IxTS  -mj)  PIGK-UPS  PRPGEDING  PAGE 


China  once  hai  ' s/iady  forests, 
fertile  soil,  clear  rivers  and 
conteiitei  people. 

Toda3^"she  has  ver^f  little 
soil  left,  practically^  no  for- 
ests, eiuldy^  flood iiir  rivers  cn. i 
thousands  'of  people  dping  each 
y^c.r  fro  ri  • s t 'a r P t i o :e  -a n 1 f 1 o o d s .•  - 


Newsp'Cpcrs  throughout  our  state 
and  area  are  daily^  wanting 
no r e-  and  none  ab  ou t S o i 1 ' E r o s i o n 
Service  work.  A good  sign;  A 
definite  sign  of  public  aveaken- 
ing  to  the  problc-n  of  erosion 
and  t'-'.e  efforts  being  nade  to  do 
s one  thing  about  it. 


^ ' ■ . OUR  PROBLSt:  ' 

T . t 

^ After  all  is'-said,  it  is  erosion  tho.t  constitutes  ’ 

’ t^e  real  Anerican  crisis  in  land  use.  T'^e  step  that  _ ’ 

^ inevitably  'nust  bo  taken  to  control  the'  devastating  ^ ■■  \ 
’ agency  of  '^rosion,  and  the  eausotia^e  process  of  speed'-  ' 

' ed-up  runoff,  is  the  application  of  a coordirn.ted  ’ 

' land-use  prograri,  aoplied  in  accordance  wit^'.  the  spe-  ’ 
cific  needs  and  adaptabilities  of  every  acre  of  land  ’ 

' v^ithin  v/atarshed  <arer.s.  There  can  be  no  alternative,  ’ 

' seeking  of  one  will  nean  norely  t’le  putting  off  ’ 

^ of  doing  those  things  that  nust  be  done,  with  a none  ' 
’ difficult  and  costly^  job  put  off-  into  the  future--  ’ 

’ ■ . H.  H.  Bennett,  Bire-ctor  ’ 

’ U.  S.'  Soil  Erosion  S^rvicG  ’ 

t r 

_ ^ _ - — -J- 


THESE  i^RE  GOOD 
^’T-'ic  Northv/^ster " 


TiiOUGhTS  VvORTI...  T::IEKIUG--T]iey  cone  fron  the 
pub  1 i s li e d b t h. e pr o j vi- c t at  Pull ‘■'^.an , ’v v a s hi i ny ton. 


d'/e  would  all  have  lik:d  to  vote  for  the  best  nan,  but  ho  edidn’t 
run!  However , the  v/ater  is  running  in  hint  old  gully  out  in  the- 
fit'll . d/h.y*  not  vote  for  Erosion  control  in  the  election  that  is 
never  over. 


Sons  of'th:..ola  cook  stove  and 
threshing  riEichine  djns  placed  by^ 
land  owners  in  thx^ir  |)ot  gullies 
Han’t  held  so  well  during  the 
r j; c:; nt  rainyr  spe  11 . 

Did  the  past  vnek’s  rain  dig  y^our 
gullies  deeper  or  did  it  nake 
' t •ae.n  ' snal lor  b o c -eus o of  fill ing: 
behnn:"’.  Soil  Srn'ing  dans? 

Th'^-  Soil  Erosion  S:rvice  is  con- 
trolling gullies  neier  y^our  f.ern. 
Strike  while  the  iron  is  hot-- 
bett.-r  still  nake  it  h.ot  by^ 
striking. 


These  gullioS  of  ours  r.re  not 
like  office  seeke  rs--t 'ley-  choose 
to  run. 

LINE-O-NEV/S 

Good  crowds at.gyar-jc..  conservation 

no  V ic  s g i e n b H aame  1 1 , ' 

Southorn  dxgr icultur ist  will  soon 
publish  snail  article  on  pasture 
work’ - in  North  ^ Louis ioaea  area . 

K.  N,  loins,  Acting  Regional  Di- 
rector talked  before  Ninden  De- 
pa  r tne .nt  C 1 ub. , _ , Ti-e luid Kh ^ a ® 
speech.. 


“ -5 ecre/ ar  y -Icke5  Says  — 

On  th3  subjoct  of  cons'frvotibn  tharc  arc  fines  wben  I wonder 
whether  I an  veal  1 balancod.It  may  bo  the 'Scotch  in  no,  that  being 
my  predominating  blood  strain,  but  I simpl^^  cannot  boar,  the  thought 
of  waste  in  .'connection  with  our  natural  resources.  I baComo  en- 
raged as  I go  through  this  broad  land  and  soc  'the  havoc  that  has 
been  wrought  by  the  wanton-  hand  of  man.  Forests  have  boon  cut  doiwi 
v/ith  sadistic  ruthlessness,  with  hb  thought  of  obligation  to 

replant  for.  the  use  of  future  generations.  Not  only  have. our  for- 
ests boon  was.tofully  cut  dov/n,  the  slashings  have  been  left  to,  lie 
on  the  ground,  there  to  diye  out  and’  become  as  tinder  for  the  'over- 
threatening  forest  fire.  That  there  haa/e  been  forest  fires  that 
have,  destroyed  millions  of  feet  of  valuable  timber,  you  do  not 
have  to  be  told. 

Aft-^r  fires  have  destroyed  the  natural  cov''-rag0  of  the  soil) 
which,  in  ordinary  circumstances  and  according  to  the  laws  of  a 
beneficial  nature,  would  absorb  rain  water  as  it  might  fall  in 
ordinary  course,  that  rain  water  has  instantly  run  off.  The  h-:av- 
ijT  the  rain,  the  more  rapid  the  run-off.  The  result _has  been  ero- 
sion. The  rich  top  soil -has  been  carried  down  into  the  streams 
and  the  gullys,  leaving  'an  inf  ertile  hardpan  lacking  the  quali-  ■ 
ties  necessary  to  produce  either  farm  crons  or  forest  crops.  A 
further  result  of  such  a condition  as  this  has  been  that  streams 
hav-  drie-d  up  in  the  summer  that  formerly,  before  the  natural  con- 
ditions wore  too  seriously  disturbed,  contain':-d  at  least  som.o 
wmtor  oven  during  the  dry  seasons. 

Fortunately  for  th/'  futur^'  v/clfarc  of  the  country,  there  is 
in  the  -V/hitc  House-  today  the  most  socially-minded  Pr.;sident  that 
this  country  has  -r-ver  had.  Ec-  thinks  of  the  country  as  a whole  and 
ho  thinks  of  it  with  the  mind  of  a sincere  conservationist.  No 
other  President  in  one  or  two  full  terms  has  done  so  much  as  he 
has  alread3^  don^e  to  plan  a do vel opnmnt  of  the  natural  resources 
of  the  country/  for  the  greatest  ben^  f it  ‘ of  all  of  the  people. 

After  all,  it  is  the  cro''.d  of  a cons'^rvati  onist  to  cons  :rvc , not 
to  hoard;  to  put  to  the  most  beneficial  use,  not  to  take  out  of 
I use. 

If  thm're  is  waistc  and  destruction,  the  people  in  the  end  ¥jill 
have  to  foot  the  bills. 

To  carry  out  the  plans  that  Presid-^nt  Roosev'r'Tt  will  present 
to  the  countr3^  as  soon  as  he  is  in  poss''ssion  of  the  facts  that 
are  being  searched  out  for  himi,  ma3.^  tak'  twente'-fivc  or  -even  fift3e 
3ma.rs.  It  v/ill  be  a broad  plan  and  not  a sectional  on':,  a plan 
that,  when  completed,  evill  utilize  in  a scientific  and  economic 
manner  our  r..maining  resources  so  as  to  benr-fit  the  people  as  a 
whole. 

The  excerpts  above  were  taken  from  a sp-.'c-ch  deliv  ered  by 
Hon.  .Harold  L.  Ickc-s , Secretary  of  the  Interior,  from  the  Hetch 
Hotch'^  Dam  in-  California.  Those  re'-marks  should  prove  of  great  in- 
terest to  hundrovds  of  people  living  in  the  Lincoln-Vhbst or  parish 
areas  being' coverod  bp^  the  U.  S.  Soil  Erosion  S^rvico--one  of  the 
outstanding  conservation  agencies  put  into  effect  on  a large  scale 
by  the  pros.ent  national  admxinis trati on . : 
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The  first'  of  a ‘series,  of  hrao-d- 
;--.-casts  to  he  given  h}/  IJ.  S , ■ Soil  .Eroi ion  Pro- 
jeci  No.  15  v/as  given  last  Saturday,  Other  hrqad'casts 
will  .do  .given  at  - 12:30  o^  clock  on  Saturdays  'f  or  •seyeral  v/eeks . 
is  ah.n,o  up  cement  applies  to  all  broadcasts  except  the  lone  s-checul- 


t: 

ed  for  the  coming,  Saturday,  The,  time  on  t]iis  date'-has  he.en  moved-  '. 
up  to..  12  -o^clock  in  order  to'  make  wa3’"  for  a footba.ll  game  program. 
Suggestions  on  thesc^  pro.grams  v/ill  ,.bo-- appreciated  by ■ 'tdeV  Editor , ; • 
as  v/e  feel  this  is  a wonderful  opportunity.’  to  inf ornemore;  people 
in  South  Arkansas, East  Texas  .and  Louisiana  about  the  program  of.  . 
v/ork/ being  done,  not  onl^y  by  our  ovm  project,  but  in  a general  way 
about  the.  entire  U,  S.  Soil  Erosion  Service  prcgrammqf  saving  the 
soil,  V'/e  3gant  to  make  these  programs  .dnt ©resting  and  wortb  listen- 
ing to;  to  create,  through  our  programs,,  a desire  on  thc^  of 

farmers'  outside  our  area  to  know  more,  about  erosion-control.  .,  e- 


TELLING  TliE':  STORY  OF  SOIL  EROSION  CONTROL 


Hardly  a week  goes  by  that , 
invitations  are  not  rec^rived  b^^ 
the  Minden  and  Ruston  offices 
for  speakers  at  various  meetings 
to  tell  about  the  work  and  ex- 
plain the  program  of  the  U.  S'. 
Soil  Erosion  Service, 

i^cting  Regional  Director 
H.  M.  Mim.s  answered  a request 
fro  Vi  the  Louisi  ana;  .ITeacliers  j±s-  ' 
s o c ia  t i on , wh  i c h m.e  t la s t vie  ek 
in  Baton  Rouge,  by  apnearing  be- 
fore a body  of  approximtely/ 
2,000  teachers  fromi  all  parts  of 
the  state  and  telling  the  'story^ 
of  soil  erosion  control  work. 
This  v/as  a great  opportunity  to 
tell  our  story,  v/hich  no  doubt 
v/as  taken  back  to  hundreds  of 
class  rooms  throughout  the  state 
by^  the  teachers.  Once  ’’sold"  on 
erosion  control,  the  boys  and 
girls  of  Louisi  ana , who  v/i  1 1 be 
our  farm^:;rs  of  the -.future,  v/ill 


(Note:  This  line  serves  no  pur- 
pose except  to  make  columns  even. 


be  a great  asset  in  determining.  . 
the : growth  of' conservation .work 
in  -the  future . . ' 

H,  B,  Liar  tin,  ..Agronomist  in  ' 
charge  of  the  Ruhton  office,  re- 
cently^ aoper.red  before  thc_  Po- 
lice Jury  of  Jackson  parish  at  . 
the  request  of  that  body  to  tell 
of  the  work  being  .done  in-V/ebs- 
ter  and  Lincoln  parishes. 

A.  0.  Morris  and  R.  W. 
Hamnett  attended  a meeting  held  - 
in  Homer  this  v/eek  in  the  interr 
est  of  efforts  being. rnde  by^ 
the  citizens  of  Claiborne  parish, 
who  want  to  learn  more  about 
soil  erosion  control  work,^  and  • 
Vvho  are  taking  steps  to  geh  a 
Soil  Erosion  Service  project  lo- 
cated in  thei-r'  parish. 

H,  B.  Martin,'^W.  E.  Dee'-, 
and  members  of  the  Ruston  office/ 
staff  attended  the ‘Hilly  Club 
meeting  on  Monday?-  night. 


\\  V 0 ■ ■ ! 

On  Nov.  6 a delegation  of ■ four  .fnroiers  fron  Chou- 
^ clrant  visitor!  the  Ruston  area  of- the  Soil  Erosion 
• , 0 Sorvice,  these  vis i box s were  shown , over , the  Cy- 

' .-.press  ViTatershel , Th-?  visit  of  the  C'loulrant  men. 
is  a result  of  ’ the  vital  int-^resb  of  the  farvers  in  that  area  in 
the  erosion  ‘ control  work.  The  four-  visitors  explained  that  they  ex- 
pected to, -confer  v/ith  other  fari-ieis  in  the  Choudrant-  territory  to 
tTj  to  get  soil  erosion  work  extended  to  take  in  their  section  of 
the  perish.  These  men  wer^  shoxm  over’  the  area  hy  A,  A.’  Breeden  and 
A.  H.  Green.  ■ 


caldV'Sll  parish  visi- 
tors TO  MINDEN  .TRE.A  ■ 

A . delegati on  of  . f arvers  f rcR 
Cal d we  11  pa  r i s h , . a c c oripa  n i e d by 
Floyd  Johns, to n agricultural  tea- 
cher,- visited  the  - Mind-en  area  ■ 
last  Satur-day.  These  non  wsre  ■ 
shown  over  the  area  arid  the  con- 
plot  e prog ran  of, work  being  car- 
ried but  wa.s  outlined  to  then,. 
They  expressed  the ns elves  as  do- 
lighted  with  the  type  of  - Vvnrk  be- 
ing done  here  and.  waXit  - to  - keep 
thens elves  infomed  at  all  tines 
of  the  differexit  erosion  control 
nethods  being  used. 

STOP  QUAIL  TRiiPPINO  - 

It  has  beexi  ca-llel  to  t.he 
attention  of  thoso  intoreste-l  in 
gane  conservation  that  s.one  per- 
sons are  trapping:  guciil  anl  . sell- 
ing then.  This  practice  is  unf-air 
to  the  quail  and  truo  sn ortsnen  ' 
will  resent  such -.'icti \ it ies  , in 
addition  to  the  fact  that  it -is 
strictl^^  agranst  the  la\T.  - If  y.^ou 
are  a true  conservationist  you 
Y/ill  discourage  s-uch  tactics  by 
not  buying  such  g.axie . 

SOIL  EROSION  ASSOCIATION 

'The  people  of  Claiborne  par- 
ish want  Soil  Erosion-: S-ervice- 
work.  They  v/ant  it  so  badly  that 
they  have  ' organized  .;a  Soil  Ero. 


sion  Assod  tlon  in  the  yarish. 
This^  Y/e  believe  to  be  the  first 
such  associc.  tiOn  in  the  nation, 
,It  is  the  avav/ed  intention  of 
‘the  assoc-iatioxi  to  .go  -after  a 
soil  erosion  project  for  Clal- 
berne  parish.  Already  a petition 
is'  being  circulated  thro-ugiiout 
the  pa  rish  and  latest  reports 
are  to  the-  effect  th-at  a huge 
huxiber-  of  -nanes  have-  been  attach 
ed  t:ier-eto.  - 

Officers  of 'the  Claiborne 
Association  are  keeping  in  close 
touch  with  the  work  on  Project 
No,  15 ' an-d  state'  the  nore  they 
see  of-  the  work  the  nore  deter- 
nined  they  are  to  expend  every 
possible  effort  to  secure  such 
work  for  their  - own-  parish, 

JUDGES  AiiONG  NS-- 

Sev3ral  nenbers  of  the  Min- 
■ien  of  f 1 ce  - .ac-ted  as  ■ judges  in 
a f am  . inpr  ovenc nt  contest  spon- 
sored, by  the  SY^ergreen  Connu- 
nlty  Club . The  winner  of  the 
con t e s t \ -/as  "1 . - C . lie r r i 1 1 with 
H.  IT.  Snlth  second -and  G.  E. 
Clone Xits  third.'  . 

IF  YOU  OR  SOi-S  FRIEND  OE 
YOURS  DOES  NOT  GET  IKS  NEWS, 

SEND  THE  NAl-lS  ilU3  ADDRESS  TO  -•  . 

EITHER  TrIE  RUSTON  OR- MINDEN 
OEFICE  xUiD  YOU -V'/ILL 'BE  RUT  ON  ' 
THE  ilAILING  LIST. 
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150  bushels  of  potcAoes , which  are 


d to  -rid  the  fields 


It  is  es- 
cut  up  be- 

poison  is  applied,  will  be  used  in  this  work.  The  poi- 
soned bait  is  put  in  the  tunnels  made  b^^  the  gophers  and  when  the 
little  animal  makes  his  meal  off  of  the  potato  his  end  is  not  long 
in  coming.  Gopher  control  is  an'  important  phase  of  the  soil ’ orosi on 
control  work,  .because  their  tunnels  are  the  cause  of  much  v/ashing 
and  especiaJ.137-  terrace  breaks, 

i"r . Hammett  has  also  announced,  that  cat  traps  are  available 
for  thos-;  cooperators  who  desire  them,  especially  in  those  locali- 
ties wte  re  game  preserves  have  been  established „ The  cat  is  one 
of  the.  forem^ost  enemies  of  quail  and  other  game  and  the  destruc- 
tion of  abandoned  cats  must 
program  of  this  type^ 


accomplished  in. a game  conservation 
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Number  acres  terr-'^.ces — 

Num.ber  f^et  of  t-yrTace  lire: 
Number  feet  strip  crop  line 
Number  feet  terr'''.ces  built - 
Number  feet  conmour  I'lreo  r^xc--- 
Feet  terraces  built  by  farma.ers- 

Nunb or  of  " 1 ams  b u i. It- 

Farms  rechecked  f-'^r  terracing-  - 
Number  acres  re  checked  for  terr 

Square  feet  hanks  sloped 

Feet  of  new  terraces  chocked7-- 

Terrace  .outlets  built 

Number  division'  di tches  built-- 
Number  square  yards  seeding  and 
sodding  on  terrace  outlets 
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The  Engineering  De^-..  rtment  under  the  direction  of  E.  S.  Edmis 
ton,  Chief  Engineer,  has  alrealy  had_  an  opportunity  to  prc^e^^Jfig 


good' v7ork  that  is  being  done  and  the  this  .work 

will  stand,  up  under  a terrific  test>--attest-  the  big 
rain  c.nd  hall  storm  that  visited  tliis  area  last  week. 


KIRVIN  RINS  SARRY  LOMA 


This  is  the  second  in  a series 
H.  Bean,  Soils  Expert  on  the  various 
in  the  North  Louisiana  Soil  Erosion 


of  articles  prepares  A, 
types  of  soils  to  be  found 
Service  area. 


Kirvin  fine  sand 3^  ! 
brovmish  loany  fine  san. 
es  of  yellowish  or  palo 
upon  the  red  sand 3^  cla3" 
countered  at  fro;rri  1C  to 
conditions  and  at  lesse: 


-oa.ci  consists  of  about  6 inches  of  a 
' grading  downward  into  fropi  4 to  6 inch~ 
gra^.^  i-oaree  fine  sand  resting  directly 
subsoil.  Tills  r.d  subsoil  is  usually  en- 
12  inches  beneath  tha  surface  in  virgin 
■ depths  in  cultivated  fields.  It  consists 


o 


dark  red  to  soraewhr.t 


3r0llowisl  rod  fine  sand3^  cla3^  which 
crunbles  easily  w^ion  dr3^,  but  is  rather  plastic  and  stiff  when 
wet.  The  subsoil  dries  into  roughl3"  cubical  and  irregular  blocks 
or  clods,  which  are  rather  hard,  but  brittle  and  crumble  rather 
oasili^  into  smallLr  hard  clods  which  break  with  difficulty. 

The  texture  of  the  subsoil  is  soniewhat  variable.  It  varies 
from  a fine  sandy  clay  to  a cla3i^  and  often  has  pockets  or  lenses 
of  ligliter  or  heu'^ner  Jiatcrials  in  the  lower  subsoil.  There  is 
usually  some  streaking  with  3ecllow  or  grace  in  the  .lo'wer  subsoil 
and  practically  alvaoees  some  concretionar3/'  ironstone  gravels  or 
fragm':;nts  within  the  clrpu 

The  soil  is  usualli"  developed  on  rolling  to  steep  “slopes 
ana.  has  rat.her  .fast  surface  drainage , but  due  to  the  soiTiewh''t 
danse  cla3/'  subsoi].  the  Internal  drainage  and  aeration  is  impeded 
In  virgin  areas  the  .foi^est  cover  consists  of  short  le''-f  pina, 
post  oak,  sweet  gum.,  white  and  rad  oaks,  iron  wood  and  dogwood. 

After  Q short  period  of  cultivet .1  on , due  to  the  slow  inter- 
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the  lie 11  a snot 
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The  soil  is  somey/hat 
but  not  so  erosive  as  the 


Gullies  form  ouickly  and  are  usual 
ir  width.  Th^U'^  usualle^  cut  dov/n  to 
ia  1 s b ef  or 'o  stop  ping  , 

more  erosive  than 
Susnuehanna  as  th 


the  red  subsoil 
nd  red  and  gra3^ 


.3^  de^p  in  compari- 
t he  und  e r 1 ^ A n g 


soils 
gre ate 


the  Cuthbert  soils, 
more  thorough  oxi- 
as  i^vid  ;nced  "03."  t.heir  red  co.lor  has 
r per,T]ea\bilit’^  of  the  soil  and  subsoil 


dation  of  th'^^  Kirvin 
been  caused  '03/'  their 
to  air  and  w^'^t^r. 

Cotton  and  co.rn  ar  the  nrincipal  crops  grown,  but  .Irish  and 
sweet  potatoes  and  gard: n truck  do  well  when  the  sand  cover  is 
deep  enough  over  the  0.103^,  Cov/pcas,  pasture  grasses  and  legumes  do 
V'/o  11  if  t he  1 and  is  1 i "ue d and  in o c ul a t e d for  t he  1 e gum.e s . Fr u i 1 1 
and  small  sruits  niae;  annb  returns  if  planted  and  cared  for  T)rop- 

c matter  as 


along  with  ro 


small  gruits  give  good 

erly.  The  greatest  need  of  this  soil  t3^pe  is  organ 
suppll'T'd  hy  menuros,  crop  res i. dues  and  green  ma.nur 
tation  of  crops  and  some  srnal].  amounts  of  complet'^  f3rtiliz3:r  on 
the  older  fields.  The  t3«'pc  is  ra^thcr  strong  soil  and  has  rela- 
tivel3’'  large  a.niounts  of  plant  foods  present  before  cultivation  is 
started  and  holds  up  well  under  continued  cultivation. 


CORRECTION: 
and  loamy. 


cond  lino,  insert  v/ord  ”gray’^  betw'^on  brov.-nish 


.Ofcr/D--U  ropp/ 

One  of'  the  most  int-L^re sting 
phases  of  erosion- control  v/ork 
which  is  being  co.rried  on  at  this 
time  is  that  of  strip-cropping , 
or,  as  some  are  pleased  to  term 
it,  s t r ip - f arming . 

Strip- cropping  is  new  to  the 
farmers  in  the  North  Louisiana, 
and,  in  fact,  is  one  of  the  ne'w- 
cst  experimental  developments  in 
erosion  control  work. 

The  staff  of  Project  No.  15 
experienced  some  little  diffi- 
culty at  the  outset  in  convinc- 
ing farmers  of  the  area,  of  the 
voulue  of  strip-cropping,  but  nov/ 
that  this  work  has  gotten  well 
und’.^r  vaay  and  farmers  understand 
the  niche  that  it  fills  in  the 
erosion- control  work,  they  are 
not  only  willing  to  use  this  meth- 
od on  th^ir  land,  but,  in  many 
cases  are  asking  for  more  strip- 
crops  for  their  farms. 

Following  the  first  rain  sev- 
eral weeks  '^.go  strip-crop 

planting  phase  of  the  work  has 
b.ren  pushed  rapiily  by  A.  C.  Nor- 
ris, agro n omi s t , wlio  is  in  chr. r g e 
of  this  work, 

A'oproxirra tely  45 0 acres  hove 
been  planted  to  strip  crops  to 
date.  The  crops  being  planted  in 
this  area  are  oats  and  vetch  in  tlic 
fall,  followed  by  peas  and  sor- 
ghum next  spring,  and  in  some 
cases  Sudan  grass  wall  be  used. 
These  crops  are  planted  on  tho 
new  terraces  and  on  a small  area 
on  each  side  of  the  channels, 
each  strip  covering  approximate- 
ly 30  feet. 

TV'/o  hundred  pounds  of 
supc^rphosphote  are  put  on  the 
areas  prior  to  planting.  The 
seeding  is  at  tho  rate  of  ly  bu- 
shels of  oats  tO'  20  pounds  of 
vetch  per  acre.  In  Fcbrinary  100 
pounds  of  nitratG  of  soda  per 
acre  as  a top  dressing  wall  be 
applied  to  the  strip-crop  a.reas. 


nq-l ryFiA 

The  planting  of  strip-cropp^  ^ 
is  three-fold  in  purpose.  (1)  i 

Soil  erosion  control;  (2)  Pro- 
vides much  needed  feed  for  the  ' 

stock  on  the  farms;  (3)  Builds 
and  mmintatns  the  soil. 

The  strip- crops  are  rotated 
from  year  to  yecLr  as  will  be  also 
other  crops  in  the  fields  under 
the  soil  erosion  service  farming 
plans , 

He  believo  our  readers  will 
be  interested  in  the  information 
b-^lov/  on  strip-cropping , w-hich 
is  given  in  the  question  and  ans- 
w":r  form.  V/e  are  indebted  for  th 
arrangement  of  this  information 
to  a special  handbook  issued  by 
the  Commissioners  of  Forsyth, 
Guilford  e.nd  Randolph  counties. 

Nor t h Caro 1 ina : 

Q.  What  is  strip- cropping? 

A.  The  turm  is  apolied  to  the 
practice  of  growing  on  the  con- 
tour strips  or  bands  of  a close- 
growing crop  alternately.’'  wdth  tho 
regular  field  crop, 

Q.  V/hat  crops  are  adapted  to 
str ip- cropping . 

A.  Gr^^^sses,  small  grains,  sor- 

ghumis  and  legumes. 

q.  V/hat  dees  the  strip-crop  do? 

A.  Being  a f ibro us -rooted , close- 
grc’Wing  crop,  it  binds  the  soil 
and  serves  to  filter  the  runoff 
rainwat :r . 

q.  Koe;  vaide  are  control  strip- 
creps  grown? 

A.  This  is  influenced  by  the  slope 
and  the  reQuirem-.nts  of  the  in- 
dividua.1  farmer.  Ordinarily,  on 
gentle  slbpes,  strips  arc  grown 
from  20  to  3C  feet  wide  and  cul- 
tivated crop  70  to  SO  feet  wide; 
on  steep  slopes  str ip- crop  40 
to  50  feet  wide  and  cultivated 
crop  50  to  60  feet  wide. 

q.  Is  there  any  special  way  to 
seed  the  strip-crop? 

(CONTIiNJED  OB  1TL:T  PAGE--) 


MORE  IITORTivNT  lEEORMETION  FOR  YOU  A30UT  3 TRIP- CROPPING 


A.  No,  Just  so  a full  stund  is 
obtainod , 

Q.  Does  proper  strip- cropping 
take  the  place-  of  terracing? 

A.  Strip-cropping  is  designed  to 
be  used  generally  with  terracing. 
Q.  Boos  the  use  of  strip- crops 
involve  additional  eoipense  to  the 
farmer? 

A.  Practically  none, 

Q,.  Is  the  practice  difficult? 

A,  No ^ it  is  a very  simple  prac- 
tice . 

Q.  Is  the  farmer  allowed  to  use 
government  rent  acres  for  strip- 
cropping? 

A.  Yes.' 

Q.  Are  acres  allotted  to  cotton 
production  planted  betvreen 
strips  of  soil -controlling  crops e 
A.  Yes,  cash  tilled  crops  are 
pc  rmitted  to  be  grown  between 
the  control  strips  under  the 
terms  of  the  Agricultural  Al- 
ius tm.ent  Act. 

0,.  If  conditions  arise  that  alter 
the.  farme-r^s  operations,  is  he 
granted  changes  in  the  coopera- 
tive agreement  planting  programi 
after  it  is  in  operation. 

A.  The  farmer  and  his  prcblv..miS 
are  never  lost  sight  of,  (See 
the  Cooperative  ^igreement), 

COOPERATIVE  EROSION  PRO- 
GRAM 

Q, , In  setting  up  a coop -'rati  ve- 
er opping  plan  wh''.t  in  general 
does  the  govorxam..nt  soil-ero- 
sion prograufi  call  for? 

A.  The  cropping  plan  is  designed 
to  help  the  farmer  (1)  Keep  his 
dirt  at  home;  (2)  Improve  and 
m.aintain  the  fertility  of  his 
soil;  (3)  Increase  the  farm 
income . 

Q.  How  does  the  government  do 
this? 

A.  By  suppl3/ing  according  to  the. 
cooperative  agreement  with  the 


farmer,  seeds  and  plants  of  ero- 
sion-preventing crops,  and  de- 
pendo.ble  assistance  in  estab'Lish- 
ing  a sj^stematic  cropping  ana  . 
conserva.tion  plan  best  fitted  to 
each  farm. 

0,.  Does  the  frrmier  make  exclusive 
use  of  the  crop? 

A.  Yes. 

Q.  Does  the  Soil  Erosion  Service 
suppl^^  fertilizer  and  lir^e  for 
the  crops  it  provides  for? 

A,  Onl:p  when  it  is  essential  th.at 
either  or  both  be  supplied  to  in- 
sure a full  stand  and  a sufficlon 
growth  to  hold  the  soil  in  plrce. 
h.  Is  the  farm.er  required  to  buy 
any  extra  fertilizer  if  he  co- 
operates with  the  S.  E.  S.? 

No. 

Q.  But  there  is  no  objection  to 
his  providing  fertilizer  is  he  so 
desires,  is  there? 

A.  No. 

Q.  Hov/  is  the  farmer  provided  wit 
cropping  plans  as  agreed  upon? 

A.  Th-  farmer  gets  a second  copy 
of  sk-;'tched  farm  mp,  separate 
from  his  soil  survey,  giving  a 
detailed  outline  of  the  cropping 
plan  decided  on  for  each  fields 
Q.  Can  a landovmer  obtain  from 
the  Soil  Erosion  Service  an:''  por- 
ticul.ar  eras  ion- control  work  in 
the  eV''^nt  he  is  not  willing  to 
coopers  to  to  the  eoztent  of  the 
full  Drogram? 

ii.  Since  the  Soil  Erosion  move- 
ment is  based  on  the  establis hmen 
of  com.plet3  and  nezrmianent  ei-osio-a 
contro]. , involving  a mxOdifiod 
land -use  program,  the  farmer  is 
required  to  cooperate  to  the  fn.ll 
extent  before  federal  aid  is  .ren- 
dered . 
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Will  the  farm,  forest  he  the  answer  to  the  never-ending 
search  for  more  3marl3^  cash  income  to  the  fc^rnier? 

Figures  compiled  ^oy  A.  S.  ]'cKean,  Chief  Forester 
U.  S.  Soil  Erosion  Service,  hrings  before  the  farmer- 
ing data  on  potential  income  from  forest  lands;  data 
deserving  of  the  most  careful  consideration  from  eve 
owner  of  Louisiana 

There  is  probably  not  a pa 
ing  a potential  cosh  income-  of 
because  of  the  fact  that  the  aver 
value  of  woodlands  in  the  set-up  of 

v/ould  the  farmers  of  Louis ioina  be  vdlling  to  cooperate 
the  Forestr-],^  Service  in  designating  an  average  of  30  tecres 
farmer  to  forest  lands,  and  after  designating  s\ich  land  to  this 
purpose,  would  these  farmers  be  willing  to  follow  through  the 
complete  program^  having  to  do  with  protection  of  their  forests 
and  w-ell  regulated  cutting  of  the  timber  therefromi?  If  the  farm- 
ers of  the  state  v/ere  vulling  to  enter  into  such  a forest  program 
it  would  he  possible  to  produce  a tremendous  y:-arlv  income  which 
would  go  in  cash  to  the  individual  farmers  and  still  not  devas- 
tate or  lessen  the  amount  of  forest  lands  in  each  parish. 

A continual  and  unlimited  supple^  of  raw  m^aterials  is  one  of 
the  first  considerations  of  any  manufacturing  plant  coming  to-  any 
particular  section  of  th-^-  country.  Under  r-  well  organized  forestry 
program,  on  th-'  lands  uhich  are-  now  or  s'eould  be  in  forests,  Lou- 
isiana could  supply  an  annual  yi--ld  of  wood  and  timber  which  would 
be  astounding  and  attractive  to  .manufacturing  plants  using  this 
type  of  raw  materials.  Such  plants  v/ould  distribute  hundreds  of 
thousands  of  dollars  to  the  farmers  as  v/ell  as  creating  thousands 
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worth  much  thought.  Think  what  the  payrolls 
plants  would  mean  to  Louisiana;  think  what 
a regular  incom.e  from^  forests  would  mioan  to  the  farm.er  in  meeting 
his  taxes. 

Are  the  people  of  '■/ehster  and  Lincoln  parishes  sufficiently 
interested  in  such  a arcject  to  organize-  and  carry  a forestry 
program  through.  Additional  information  on  such  a forestry  program^ 
may  be  secured  b^^  those  interested  from  A.  S.  'bliean  at  the  Soil 
Erosion  Service  office 
ton  office. 
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YOIJR  FOREST  LANDS  ARE  WORT:.:  IIOKEY. 
THEY  DESERVE  PROTSCTIOW  A1\^D  CARE. 
KELP  YOURSELF  BY  lETTINC  WIS  U.  S. 
SOIL  EROSION  SERVICE  HELP  YOU,  NOT 
TO  REALIZE  PROFIT  FROH'  YOUR  FORESTS," 
TOUT  ALSO  TO  PROTECT  YOUR  V-T^iSNING 
LiJ"D3 . 
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INT3RPST  IS  GPOVIIKG  IN 
NONIoTRY  PROGRili 

Considerable  interest  has 
been  rroused  in  the  North  Lcuis- 
i ana  S o 1 1 Er oa i o.n  S e r vi  c e ar  e a , 
as  well  as  threiA^ho.it  Louisiana; 
in  the  value  of  x^rot-acted  forests 
to  the  fcunii. 

A series  of  articles  on 
farm  forests  ^ prepared  f:con  in- 
fornaticn  cenpiled  l-y  f.  G.  hcllean 
Ch  .1  ?i  E or  e s t e . u li  3ve  r e c - i v e d 
nucii  space  trun  the  ne-vsnoipors  of 
Louisiana  a^nd  quite  a lot  of  edi- 
t on al  nen t i on , 

In  these  articles  PIr ..  Mc- 
Kean pointed  out  the  greet  amount 
of  potential  revenue  whlcli  is 
being  lost  b3^  the  State  in  un- 
productive lands  which  might  v/ell 
be  in  forests  in  addition  to  the 
increased  revenue  wlLich  would  be 
available  to  the  farmers  of  the 
state  if  they  set  aside  a cer- 
tain number  of  acres  on  each 
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U.  S.  SOIL  EROSION  SERVICE 
DEPaRTLISNT  OE  TI-iE  INTERIOR 
I^IlNBEN  ANN  RUSTON,  LA. 


PEI^TiLLTY  EOR  PRIVATE 
USE  TO  AVOIR  PAYI'-EMT 
OE  POST^CrE  $300.00 


OEEICIAL  BUSII'IESS 


N^iig 


Address 


I.  B.  Anthon^.^,  reor  esentat  ive  in  this  area  oT  the  Federal  Land 
Bank  has  informed  staff  members  of  Project  No.  15  that  he  wants 
farmers  liming  on  land  in  vtiich  th:e  Federal  Land  Bmk  has  an 
interest  to  enter  wholeheartedly  into  the  program  of  erosion 
control  work.  In  fact,  iU . ihithony  has  asked  that  he  bo  inform- 
ed of  an 3^  such  p.  rsons  who  do  not  sho'n  the  proper  cooperation 
in  tho  work  so  tliat  he  might  contact  them  and  show  them  the 
error  v;hich  tho^^  are  mking . 


The  Brushy-Coole^^-CyDress  Greek  New^s 
U.  S.  Soil  Erosion  Service 
Mind an,  La. 

Dear  Edi tor : - 

lust  a wmrd  to  tell  ^v'ou  t^iat  I am  enjoying  your  Brushj^- 
Coole^r-Cypress  Creek  News  ver^^  much  and  want  to  thank  you  and 
congratulr.te  you  on  tliis  wTork. 

Yours  very  trul^^, 

I.  B.  Erancioni,  Jr. 

Professor  and  Hoad,  Anim.al 
Indus trj.^  Department,  La. 

State  Universit^r. 


